The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Disaster"Relief  Task  Force  is 
wrapping  up  major  opera¬ 
tions  in  east  Mississippi  and 
redeployi  ig  westward  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  t  ie  predicted  massive 
flooding  along  the  Mississippi 
River,  according  to  Jim 
Didlake,  director  of  men's 
ministry  for  the  Mississippi 

Stist  Convention  Board  in 
son  and  coordinator  of 
the  Task  Force. 

Didlake  said  the  Task  Force's 
large  feeding  unit  —  a  fully 
sen-contained  eighteen  wheel¬ 
er  capable  of  supplying  thou¬ 
sands  of  hot  meals  per  day  — 
will  be  staffed  by  volunteers 
working  from  the  parking  lot  of 
Emmanuel  Churcn  in  Grenada 


Grenada 


to  supply  meals  to  Mississippi 
Delta  shelters.  Another  feeding 
unit  is  on  the  way  to  Easthaven 
Church  in  Brookhaven  and  will 
provide  meals  for  shelters 
opening  in  central  and  south¬ 
west  Mississippi,  he  said. 

More  information  on  the  lat¬ 
est  deployments  will  be  avail¬ 
able  in  the  May  1 9  issue  of  The 
Baptist  Record. 


In  the  aftermath  of  the  toma 
dos  that  swept  through 
Mississippi  and  many  other 
southern  states  on  April  15  and 
16,  stories  of  tragedy  abound. 

One  bright  spot  t,  iwever,  is  how 
Mississippi  Brp  ists,  working 
sometimes  fog  ner,  sometimes 
independently,  were  able  to  join 
other  first  responders  in  meeting 
needs  across  the  state. 

"When  disaster  comes  to  a  com¬ 
munity,  we  anticipate  that  the  local 
churches  are  going  to  respond  just 
like  they  would  to  any  other  needs 
in  the  community,  said  Don 
G<um,  consultant  in  the  Men's 
Ministry  department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board.  "So  when  die  churches  are 
strong  in  a  community  and  are 
able  to  perform  ministry,  our  role 
here  is  just  to  support  that,  not  to 
come  in  and  take  over.  If  they  need 

that 4hey  aren't  able  to  get  but 
we  nuy  be  able  to  —  we  can 
vide  that.  But  the  churches  are 
there  to  start  with.  They  were  there 
before  the  storm,  ana  they'll  be 
there  after  the  storm." 

As  an  example,  Gann  noted 
that  Mark  Sandifer,  missions  pas¬ 
tor  at  Morrison  Heights  Church, 
Clinton,  was  one  of  the  first  people  he 
saw  after  the  storm  hit.  "Mark  was  up  on 
a  roof  covering  the  damaged  roof  with  a 
tarp.  We  left  a  roll  of  tarp  for  him.  He 
also  gave  us  permission  to  set  up  at  the 
old  campus  of  Morrison  Heights. 

Gann  also  stated  that  Jon  Daniels,  pastor 
at  Country  Woods  Church  in  Byfam,  is  a 
volunteer  fireman.  Daniels  performed 
search  and  rescue  operations  for  the  first 
fiiiee  hours  after  Qve  storm  hit  Clinton,  and 
was  able  to  rescue  trapped  people  and  give 
assessment  to  teams  coming  into  the  hour. 

One  story  cf  note  was  the  work  that 
took  place  in  Leakesville.  Philip  Price, 
associational  missions  director  in 
Jackson  Association,  was  able  to  step 
into  die  Leakesville  area  in  the  absence 
of  Jimmy  Holcomb,  associational  mis¬ 
sions  director  for  George  /Greene  ass  xi- 
ation,  who  was  in  Peru  on  a  mission  trip. 

"I  was  pastor  of  First  Churcn, 
Leakesville,  up  until  September  of  2009," 
said  Price,  "and  have  been  here  in 
Jackson  County  since  then.  I  love 
Leakesville  and  nave  a  lot  of  good  rela¬ 
tionships  there." 

"The  Friday  evening  it  happened,  I 
didn't  know  what  ha  a  happened  until 
about  10  o'clock  that  night/  Price  con¬ 
tinued.  "I  got  a  message  to  Jim  Didlake 
about  it,  and  he  called  about  five  the 
next  morning,  wanting  to  know  if  I  could 
find  out  any  information  about  the  dam¬ 
age.  So  I  got  in  the  car  and  got  up  there  a 
little  before  seven.  I  knew  Jimmy  was 


returning  from  Peru  Saturday,  so  I  went 
to  the  emergency  management  office 
there.  They  asked  me  to  help~coordinate 
the  volunteers  and  church  groups  com¬ 
ing  in,  so  I  got  drafted  to  do  that.  I  was 

§lad  to  help.  They  were  wondering  how 
ley  were  going  to  feed  all  the  deputies 
ana  the  highway  patrol.  So  I  called 
David  Williams  (pastor  of  Temple 
Church,  Moss  Point),  and  David  kot 
ahold  of  Doug  Crane,  a  coach  at  East 
Central  High  School  there  to  help." 

"Philip  called  me  a  little  before  eight," 
said  Williams,  "and  nobody  knew  what 
had  happened  at  Leakesville.  I  didn't 
realize  the  damage  was  there.  Philip  said, 
'we  don't  have  anyone  that  can  feed,'  so 
we  put  together  what  cooking  equipment 
I  had  personally,  and  Doug  and  I  went  up 
and  cooked  hamburgers  and  French  fries 
to  get  them  started.  The  Red  Cross  got 
there  and  was  able  to  deliver  with  their 
trucks..  We  picked  up  some  supplies  at 
Walmart  ana  were  able  to  fix  spaghetti 
that  night.  We  ended  up  doing  over  300 
meals,just  the  two  of  us.  Later  that  after¬ 
noon  Doug's  wife,  Patty,  came  in,  along 
with  Tish  Bishop.  Kay  [Cassibry]  came 
about  one  that  afternoon,  and  Jim 
[Didlake]  followed  later.  They  were  able 
to  get  some  more  coordination  to  what  we 
were  doing.  There  was  no  electricity,  just 
water,  at  First  Leakesville." 

"Sue  and  Malcolm  Eubanks,  who  are 
very  active  at  First  Leakesville,  came  in 
ana  were  a  tremendous  help,"  said  Price. 


"They  helped  us  get  some  side  items 
together.  We  were  able  to  feed  several  fire¬ 
men,  some  people  from  the  hospital." 
While  most  of  the  food  went  out  with  the 
Red  Cross,  enough  was  kept  on  site  to  feed 
other  emergency  workers.  Later,  food  was 
sent  to  the  local  community  center. 

"We  did  have  a  chainsaw  crew  that  came 
up  from  Jackson  County,"  said  Williams. 

"For  die  next  couple  of  days,  I  helped 
with  the  group  feeding  from  Rocky  Creek 
Church  in  Lucedale,  said  Price.  "They 
finished  their  work  by  Tuesday  at  lunch/' 

Close  to  one  hundred  homes  in  the 
area  were  damaged,  with  eighteen  total¬ 
ly  destroyed,  according  to  Price.  "Most 
of  those  folks  didn't  have  insurance  — 
Leakesville  is  not  a  wealthy  place." 

"One  thing  that  Coach  Crane  said  that 
motivated  us  to  be  involved  and  to 
respond  was  remembering  the  quick 
response  we  got  after  Katrina,"  said 
Price.  "We  saw  people  come  down  and 
take  initiative,  and  so  we  wanted  to  do 
the  same  thing." 

"1  wasn't  surprised,  but  I  was  very 
pleased  at  how  folks  responded,"  said 
Gann.  "Our  people  —  even  those  who 
were  right  in  the  middle  of  it  —  were 
there  just  as  early  as  they  could  get  in.  I 
know  they  are  only  representative  of 
plenty  of  others  who  got  involved.  For 
instance,  Morrison  Heights  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  the  shelter  for  the  area,  but 
since  they  weren't  able  to.  Parkway 
Church  in  Clinton  stepped  in." 


Prof:  KJV  still  has  much  to  offer  readers 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  that  it  was  zeal  for  the  common 

The  King  James  Version  of  the  gcxxi  that  drove  them  "  H  :  •  / .  JHH 

Bible,  first  published  4(X)  years  The  King  lames  Version  is  the  K  '  . '  : 

ago  on  May  5,  1611,  is  the  "Bible  most  important  piece  of  litera-  ■■ 

God  used  to  give  believers  ture  m  the  West  in  the  past  5(X)  H  ^  ■  '  Vfl 

many  of  the  riches  of  the  Puritan  years,  profoundly  shaping  lan-  HH  '  v”y  "  'SB 

movement  and  it  was  the  Bible  guage and  thought,  Haykin  sad  HB  BB 

at  the  heart  of  the  Great  The  English  language  is  pef>-  nH  yf: 

Awakenings  of  the  18th  century  peied  with  phrases  that  come  I  — r^TTT 

and  the  modern  missionary’  from  the  KJV,  and  from  the  1650s 

movement  an  expert  noted.  onward,  poets  such  as  Alfre J  \  W 

"Until  the  1950s,  the  King  Lord  Tennyson,  Wi'liam  Blake,  HB' 

James  Bible  was  'the  Bible  and  T5.  Eliot  along  with  secular  ^^Hj  - TTv  ct"r  OM^  ¥>Ovj  iKT,  y  w 

It's  the  version  that  English-  authors  including  Jane  Austen,  "  ,tr  \UAFxo»^US. 

speaking  Christians  used,"  the  Bronte  sisters,  and  Charles  ^^Hj  of  f™P'cs’callCU _ _ 1  rV  J 

Michael  Haykin,  professor  of  Dickens,  were  influenced  by  that  - a%wP>T»»‘ K—r*" 

church  history  and  biblical  particular  translation.  [jr  _ -TSZw.  I.  _]  **  »• 

spirituality  at  Southern  "The  King  James  Version  is 

Seminary,  told  Baptist  Press.  the  Bible  that  they  would  have  *Ty*dn«y  A^Sasqiu. **'’*"* 

"People  like  John  Wesley  and  heard  if  they  ever  went  to  »rr  «>— -7  f- ' 

George  Whitfield  and  Jonathan  church,  and  because  these  are  «■».»"”  XU* 

Edwards  would  all  have  used  people  who  make  their  living  _  jiri'  ■  '  ~  *  >' 

this  version  in  their  preadung.  by  using  words  and  arranging  *  ,  X 

When  the  modem  missionary  words  for  poetry  and  novels,  ,  -  S 

movement  begins  with  people  those  patterns  of  speech  in  he  * 

like  Wiliam  Carev  and  Hudson  King  James  Version  are  uncon-  m^r  ^»‘c  .5. 

Taylor  and  Davia  Livingstone,  sciously  picked  up  in  their  '  .  qO'-'  ,/  !»•*•,  4- 

this  again  is  the  Biblb  hat's  writings,  Haykin  said,  "so  ¥ 

used  through  the  19th  century,"  when  you're  reading  through  Kl  \  '*•  -  X*Xti 

Haykin  stud.  "It’s  the  Bible  their  writings,  you  hear  echoes,  v  •  >J.<J 


It’s  not  over  yet 


For  Mississippi  residents,  this  has  certainly  beer,  z  Spring  Frankly,  wi thou 
to  remember.  Severe  weather  has  swept  the  state  from  be  much  of  a  at 
Leakesville  in  the  south  to  Clinton  in  central  Mississippi  Now,  with  vt 
to  Smith ville  in  the  northeast.  Fatalities  and  injuries  have  been  ping  up  their  r 
high.  Financial  losses  are  almost  incalculable.  Weather  experts  portions  of  the 
blame  La  Nina,  a  weather  phenomenon  that  periodically  the  Mississippi 
occurs  in  the  equatorial  region  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  lowers  Missiawppi  Loj 
water  temperatures  enough  to  disrupt  weather  patterns  deep  State  Mission  c 
into  North  America.  fM  necessary  for  th 

Now  residents  of  the  western  border  of  our  state  are  bracing  ter  relief  organi. 
for  flooding  along  the  Mississippi  River,  which  drains  Jim  Futral,  1 

■  about  40%  of  the  country  and  is  predicted  to  chal-  Convention  Bos 
lenge  all-time  records  m  many  locations  along  its  15,  for  the  man 
path.  As  the  bloated  crest  moves  inexorably  toward  have  happened 
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guage,  how  we  speak  English. 

Without  knowledge  of  the 
King  James  Version,  it's  diffi¬ 
cult  to  understand  the  type  of 
language  that  was  used  in 
English  literature  from  the  late 
17m  century  through  the  mid- 
20th  century,  Haykin  said  , 

"Even  authors  like  F.  Scott  essentially  the  same. 
Fitzgerald  who  are  manifestly  version  are  we  tall 
opposed  to  the  theology  of  the  when  we’re  talking 
IGng  James  Version  —  the  King  James  Versior 


hat  copies  of  the  Greek  New 
»id.  Testament,  for  example,  and 
of  800  copies  of  the  Hebrew  Old 
aU-  Testament,  or  portions, 
gu-  The  King  James  Version 
was  translators  probably  had 
rich  about  25  copies  of  ihc  Greek 
out  New  Testament  along  T/ith  a 
the  printed  edition  that  they  were 
we  using,  which  had  about  six  or 
>dy  seven,"  he  said.  "They  had 
lid  access  realistically  to  about  30 

_ . .  _ _ o  the  copies  or  portions  of  copies  of 

version  tiiat  was  established  in  the  Greek  New  Testament.  We 
the  1760s  by  two  men  [Francis  have  5,300.  The  textual  basis 
Sawyer]  Parris  and  [Benjamin]  of  any  recent  English  transla- 
Blayney?  In  fact,  Benjamin  tion,  he  said,  "is  a  much  bet- 
Blayney  probably  is  the  man  ter  textual  basis  than  the  King 
who  establishes  me  text  for  the  James  Version." 

King  James  Version  for  today.  The  ESV,  Haykin  said,  is 
so  mere's  that  probably  the  key  Bible  today 

"Normally  the  King  James  that  is  in  the  King  lames 
Version  supporters  argue  Version  tradition.  Another  is 
from  the  basis  of  the  underly-  the  New  American  Standard 
ing  Greek  anc  Hebrew.  Tne  Version,  which  was  published 
problem  -  with-  that  argument  -  first  in  the  1970s  as  a  revision 
is  that  today  we  have  about  of  the  American  _  Standard 
5,300  copies  or  portions  of  Version  published  in  1901. 
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his  year  marks  the  400th 
annivers  ary  of  the  King 


Guest  Opinion 


J.  James  translation  of  the 
Bible.  In  order  to  get  a  better 
understanding  of  the  signifi¬ 
cance  of  this  event,  we  must 
look  back  to  the  origins  of  the 
first  translations. 

Until  around  400  A.D., 
only  those  fluent  in  Hebrew 
or  Greek  could  read  Scripture. 
In  those  days  scribes  spent 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(7  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness-  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (7 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him. 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  tj  those  who 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


400  years  — 
and  counting 

By  Charles  Hendrix 
Brandon 
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the  common  language,  trans¬ 
lated  on  English  sou,  would 
unite  the  Puritans,  Pilgrims, 
and  all  factions  of  his  realm. 

The  translating  began  with  a 
team  of  54  scholars  and  took 
three  years  to  complete. 
Another  three  years  was  spent 
in  review  and  corrections,  then 
almost  another  year  was  spent 
to  prepare  the  new  translation 
for  printing.  In  1611,  the  work 
was  finally  published  and  a 
copy  was  presented  to  King 
James  at  a  special  ceremony. 

_  The  King  James  version 

.....  .  .  __ — - strongly  became  the  official  authorized 

3  illiterate  tounder-  opposed,  and  confiscated  and  rendition  of  the  English-speak- 
benptures.  lyndale  burned  as  many  as  he  could  find,  ing  world,  and  it  was  brought 
and  suggested  that  In  1536,  Tyndale  was  arrested,  to  our  shores  by  the  Pilgrims. 
>uld  have  a  Bible  in  strangled  to  death,  and  burned.  Today  there  are  more  than 
es  to  read  for  them-  His  last  words  were  the  prayer  2,000  translations  in  different 
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Unusually  heavy  spring  flood  waters  in  the  Delta  area  and  in 
areas  of  north  Mississippi  lead  to  the  activation  of  the  Disaster 
Relief  Unit  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  The  unit's 
volunteers  dish  up  1,616  meals  on  the  first  day  of  service. 


King  James  Version)  a  man  cations  and  changes,  there  are 
named  Miles  Smith,  who  was  somewhere  around  24,000  H( 
actually  a  Puritan,  he  mentions  changes  that  are  made  to  the  Gl 


W.C.  Morgan,  state  music  secretary,  is  a  patient  in  Memorial 
ispital,  Gulfport,  as  a  result  of  a  heart  attadr  which  occurred  at 
ilfshore  Baptist  Assembly. 
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Ask  us  about  7",< 
Guaranteed  Income 
Growth  Rider 


a  sinrui  worm  and  our  sins 
h-ve  far  ^aching  impact. 
Whether  you  recognize  it  or 
not,  your  sins  affect  my  life 
and  my  sfna  affect  your  life 
We  all  struggle  with  the 

froblems  that  are  created 
ut  since  this  is  the  only 
day  that  you  have  and  the 
only  one  that  I  have,  even 
with  its  problems  we  will 
rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it. 
The  third  thing  that  J 
ty.  It  is  a  gift  from  would  share  with  you  about 
r  years,  I  began  my  today  is  that  it  is  program¬ 
’s  with  the  radio  on  mable.  You  can  make  some 
z  to  Farmer  Jim  decisions  about  today.  In 
1e  was  the  great  spite  of  your  failures,  in 
voice  of  central  spite  of  your  fears,  and  in 
ppi  for  decades.  So  spite  of  the  uncertainties 
lomings  he  would  about  the  future,  you  can 
r  saying,  "Oh,  it  is  a  determine  that  today  you 
il  sunrise,"  and  then  are  going  to  focus  your 
Id  encourage  us  to  heart,  your  life,  and  your 


Today 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


IBLIOCI1 


the  day  they  found  when  the  Neal, 
will  least  happened  or  according  sweet 
l  it"  to  them  nothing  happened  Missis 
e  to  was  April  11,  1954.  many 

y  in  One  of  the  reasons  that  begin 
are  their  study  is  so  interesting  beauti 

we  to  me  and  their  findings  are  he  w< 

itely  so  fascinating  to  me  is  get  o 

like  because  I  remember  April  11,  freshl; 

not  1954,  for  on  that  day  I  was  just  1«  _  „  _ 

just  celebrating  a  birthday.  I  utes  ago.  Regardless  of  by  every  means  you  can 

awn  remember  where  I  was.  I  what  else  is  packed  into  this  continually  focus  and  rero- 

hen  remember  some  of  the  events  day,  keep  in  mind  that  it  is  a  cus  on  following  Jesus  and 

our  of  that  day.  I  remember  it  as  a  gift  from  God  and  the  doing  what  He  would  do. 
His  pretty  good  day  —  if  not  for  opportunities,  the  chal-  doing  what  He  would  have 
nis-  the  researchers,  at  least  for  lenges,  the  blessings,  the  you  to  do,  and  asking  Him 
any  me.  That  all  brings  me  to  the  achievements,  and  even  the  to  empower  you.  Jesus 
day  great  truth  of  God's  Word,  failures  can  be  used  of  Him  promised,  "I  will  never 
tn-  that  this  capsule  of  one  day  to  bless  your  life.  leave  you  or  forsake  you." 

’sus  that  you  are  now  living  in  is  Secondly,  today  is  prob-  Why  not,  at  least  for  this 
>ver  the  day  that  the  Lord  has  lematic.  You  may  tie  hoping  day,  promise  Him  that  with 
on  made.  It  is  the  only  day  that  to  have  a  perfect  day,  but  His  help  and  His  grace  you 
ver  you  and  I  have.  The  day  more  than  likely  this  day  is  will  not  take  your  eyes  off  of 
i  or  known  as  yesterday  is  a  going  to  have  some  prob-  Him.  "This  is  the  day  which 
nt.  memory.  The  day  known  as  vIems.  That  is  the  way  it  has  the  Lord  hath  made;  we  will 
ays  tomorrow  is  somewhat  of  a  been  ever  since  Adam  and  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it." 

or  mirage,  but  today  —  this  day  Eve  went  to  the  garden 
e  is  is  a  good  thing.  The  question  market  and  chose  the 
me  is,  what  are  you  going  to  do  wrong  fnnt.  We  too  are 
and  with  it?  Here  are  just  a  few  affected  by  wrong  choices 
cial  thoughts  about  today  that  and  also  by  the  wrong 
lied  can  help  make  it  a  good  day.  choices  of  others.  We  live  in 


KH  WKDW  VDFULILFH 


WK  XQWR  DQB  JRG 


VDYH  XQWR  WKH 


ORUG  RQOB, 


talkini 


VKDOO  EH  XWWHUOB 


GHVWURBHG 


HARfcxV  WZHQWB 


WZRrWZHQWB 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  Otrea.  Answer  to  lost 
week's  puzzle:  Isaiah  Fifty-two:  Ten 


The  author  can  be  contacted 
at  jfutral9mbcb.org. 


DO  YOU  NEED  A  CHURCH  PIANIST?  FOR  SALE;  51X-T1ER  LIGHTED  PATRIOTIC 

We  have  piano  CDs  for  churches  to  sing  SINGING  HAG  (EUZAKTHTOWN,  KV). 

rur  i-lwmnc  DiSrinSle  n _ : _  I  I _ I  t _ 1  ..  , 


by!  Hymns, 
Call  Worshii 
977-6600.  f 


e$,  Praise  -  Used  for  choir  cantatas.  Manufacturer's 
ces  1-877-  constnjction/lighting  instructions  included 
rial  Church  Photos  available  POC:  )ohn  Rice, 


Spring  Special  $499/wk.  Summer  AND  REPAIRS.  H 
Special  J899/wk.  Including  cleaning  lackson,  601  ',02 

fees.  Sleeps  12.  Call  985-515-5133  or  CHU - - 

visit  www.gsfamilvretreat.com  ESTlh 

CASEYVILftMANOR-NIWlY  OPENED  Miss  , 

PRIVATE  CARE  HOME.  Nurse  owned  5TAIF _ Irw_  3c»Y,re., 

and  operated.  Nurse  or  cna  on  duty  24  MS  &  Al  since  1992.  Call  K»«)S-797n 

hours  a  day.  Private  bedroom  and  bath.  SEMEN’S  SIDING, - JACKSON, 

We  accept  ambulatory,  nonrambulatory,  Christian  owned.  All  home  improve^ 
^?vale  "**>«.  vinyl  riding,  windows,  metal 


■r  Stained  Glass, 


601-776-6617. 


O'Mire  Financial 


1-800-844-3254 

406  B  Orchard  Park  Dr. 
Ridgeland,  MS  39157 


601-823 


2  bdftba,  full  ktchen,  great  view  of  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 

National  Pk.  $95/nrte.  832-922-0401  /  AEfORDABli  BtALHSlDE  VACATION 
pdiw4760Catt.net  CONDOS  Gulf  Shores  and  Orange 

U5EP  CHURCH  FEW5  FOR  SALE.  Can  A).  Rem  Direct  from  Christ™ 

601-4824)191  for  more  information.  Owners.  Lowest  Prices  on  the 

MS  QUARTET  CONVENTION  )une  9-1 1  Spring  Special  4  Nights  Elf  Unit  (2 

201 1  C  Forrest  Co.  Multipurpose  Center  in  't*®)S444  Inclutfcs  Everything. 

Hattiesburg  Tburs.  6:30pm:  DOVE  I'2  ,  Bedpoorn  units  also  available. 

BROTHERS,  Chronicle,  Homecoming.  FR1  ft”? . lo^?.  f"ice5  f<*  those  in  the 
6pm:  MSQC  Awards,  Talley  Trio,  Red  Mmntry.  205-S56O368  20S-752-1231. 

Roots.  Others  SaLIpnvlOpm  Mark  . 

Trammell  QT,  Mike  Bowling  finely,  Ricky  rV.I?LT077r^W*V 

Atkinson,  Red  Roots,  'Rldere,  Others  (AM  ,111  at  Lake  Lincoln 

Talent  Contest)  www.msqca.com  or  601-  "“•»  "'gMy  or  $250.00  a 

466-4343  Ticket  &  RV  information.  N*  details  Call  601-940-6841  or 

HRKIKKC  STAINED - GE 

Meridian.  Design,  fabrication,  rei 
Fax  illustrations  to  601-483-7951 
call  800-368-2705. 


INVERNESS  FBC  LOOKING  FOR  P7T 
MUSIC  DIRECTOR;  For  details  call 
662-265-5367  or  662-207-0066. 
SEEKING  PARI  TIME  YOUTH  PASTOR. 
FBC  Fannin  in  Brandon,  MS.  is  now 
accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of 
Pint  Time  Youth  Pastor.  Please  e-mail 
resume  to  das2 1 66Cyahoo.com  or  fax 
resume  to  601-829-3406 


COLUMBUS,  MS,  IS  SEEKINC  A  Bl- 
VOCATIONAL  MUSIC  DIRECTOR. 

Send  resume  to:  1383  Pleasant  Hill 
Road,  Columbus,  MS  39702  or  e-mail 
to  www.phbccolumbus.com 


All  Tournaments  will  be  held  in  Peer!,  MS  at  the  Center  City  Complex 

For  more  information  or  to  download  a  registration  form  go  to 
www.msbaptistrecreation.com  or  call  601 .898.4969. 


Health  Insurance  and  Medicare 
Supplements.  Call  1-800-541-8196  or 
visit  www.TumerinsuranceOnline.com 


The  Baftist  Record 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light  and  what 


ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


May  12,  2011 


Mississippi  WMU  is  now  offering  online  training 
for  missions  leaders. 

The  following  seven  conferences  are 
now  available: 


Housetops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


Mid-Delta  FamilyFEST 
July  20-24,  2011 


Online  Training 


(Cleveland,  Greenwood,  Indlanola  area) 


•  How  to  Involve 
Missions 

■  How  to  Involve 

-  How  to  Involvs 

-  How  to  Involve 
Ministry 

•  How  to  Involve 

•  How  to  Involve 

•  How  to  Involve 


Churches  in  Associations! 

Your  Church  in  Missions 
Adults  in  Missions 
Women  in  Women’s 

Students  in  Missions  '  > 

Children  in  Missions 
Preschoolers  in  Missions 


FamilyFEST  is  a  hands-on  missions  project 
designed  to  help  families  connect  with  one 
another  while  doing  missions/ministry 
together.  Any  missions  volunteers-  < 

six  years  and  older-  are  encouraged  to  m 
participate .  ^ 


These  online  conferences  are  designed  to  train 
missions  leaders  in  the  local  association  and  church 
to  facilitate  missions  education  and  ministries  as 
needed  in  their  ministry  environment. 

To  participate  you  must  register  online  at: 
www.mbcb.org/mission  strategy/wmu/ 
educatlon/online_tralning.aspx. 

Online  registration  is  now  open. 

For  more  information  about  online  training 
please  contact 
Tammy  Anderson 
in  the  Mississippi  WMU  office 
at  800-748-1651,  ext  323,  or 
tanderson@mbcb.org. 


The  cost  is  $25  per  individual  or 
a  maximum  of  $50  per  family 
(immediate  family  -  parents  and  their 
children).  The  cost  includes:  registration 
fee.  t-shirt,  event  insurance,  some  supplies. 
some  meals.  Additional  cost  will  include:  some  project  J 
supplies,  meals,  and  housing.  We  are  working  on  affordable 
housing  options. 


To  receive  a  registration  packet  for  this  event,  contact  Tammy  Anderson 
in  the  Mississippi  WMU  office  (800-748-1651.  ext.  323, or  601-292- 
3323  or  tanderson@mbcb.org). 

FamilyFEST  is  co-sponsored  by  the  Mid-Delta  Baptist  Association,  Men's 
Ministry  (MBCB)  and  Mississippi  WMU  (MBC8). 


':*£**»  -r  -  -  •mtt.  Uom  . 


very 


Volunteers  who  have  undergone  disaster  relief 
training  through  state,  church  or  associations! 
programs*  are  encouraged  to  call  Carol 
Wright  in  Men's  Ministry  at  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  to  learn  how  they 
can  contribute  to  MS  Baptist  relief  efforts. 


in  Men's  Ministry  at  the 
Convention  Board  at  601-292-3334. 


Funds  can  be  donated  toward  MS  Tornado 
relief  efforts  specifically,  or  directed  to  the 
MBCB  general  Disaster  Relief  fund.  Checks 
should  be  made  payable  to  the  MBCB,  with 
a  designation  note  of  either  "MS 
Tornadoes"  or  "Disaster  Relief." 

Checks  can  be  mailed  to:  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  •  Business  Office 
P.C.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  •  39205 


Classes:  Praise  Band,  Voice,  Guitar, 
Art,  Photography,  Keyboard, 
Handbells,  Sound  Tech,  Media, 
Drama,  Miss.  Baptist  Ail-State  Youth 
Choir  &  Orchestra  Prep  and  more. 


$167  per  participant 
on  campus 

$30  per  commuting  student 

Preview  DVD  Available 
Upon  Request 


For  6th- 12th  Graders 

William  Carey  University,  Hattiesburg 

June  21-25.  2011 


The  students 
will  learn  and 
present  the 
PRODIGAL, 
the  music 
drama 
arranged  by 
Dennis  and 
Nan  Allen. 


Camp  Choral  Director 
JOHN  LANG  WORTHY 
Minietar  o(  Music 
Morrison  Heights  BC 
Clinton 


Camp  Pastor 
LARRY  LEBLANC 
Pastor,  FBC.  Summit 


July  9,  2011 

FBC.  Cleveland 
Cleveland 

July  23,  2011 

FBC,  Senatobio 
Senatobia 

Augusts,  2011 

FBC,  McComb 
*3  McComb 


August  13,  2011 

Country  Woods 


August  27,  2011 

cBC,  Kosciusko 
Kosciusko 

v.  ■  ; 

September  17,  2011 

FBC,  Picayune 


Transformational 
Sunday  School 
Regional  Training 


«_u 


WMU  MISSIONS  CELEBRATION 
June  12-13, 2011 


. 


Your  Church 


Through 


BJHnra 


Wyndhom  Phoenix  Hotel  Grand  Ballroom,  50  East  Adams  Street 

Phoenix,  Arizona 

•  letfn  practical  ways  to  strength-  •  Dialogue  with  international  and 

en  and  energize  your  missional  North  American  field  personnel 
i0017^  •  Connect  and  network  with  mis- 

•  Discover  how  God  is  working  sional  leaders  from  around  the 

orjund  the  world  and  how  you  oountry  .  „ ,  21  1 

1  cap  be  pert  of  it  -  •  Experience  dynamic  music  lor 

•  Participate  in  relevant  and  inspir-  worship 


inabnxjfcout  sessions  (including  a  And  much,  much  morel 
sessions  on  how  to  lead  WMU 
oge4evel  organizations) 

•  ^  ' 

Missions  Celebration  participants  are  asked  to  bring  school  supplies 
to  an  ongoing  ministry  at  Seyenna  Vistas,  a  67-acre  mobile  home  . 

and  RV  park  in  Phoenix  with  more  than  100  children  in  grades  1-6. 

(Supply  list  available  online.) 

For  more  information,  visit  ihe  Web  site  at  www.wmu.com/calendor/WMU 
Missions  Celebration  and  Annual  Meeting 


\  Jt 

TCTiT 


Biiilliil 


ISSIONS  CAMP 

S  for  Teenage  Girts 


wnere:  camp  Caraywa 
When:  June  27-July  1  &  June  4-8 

What:  A  week  of  experiencing  the  great  outdoors,  exploring  other 

P  cultures.  Interacting  with  missionaries,  recreation,  crafts,  and 
so  much  morel 
Cost:  $155  per  camper 

Register  online  at  www.garaywa.org 
or  by  calling  601-924-7054 


Lln/Lu^ere^ 


by  fixing 
our  eyes  on 


MISSIONS  CAMP 

FOR  GIRLS 


For  more  information  about  this 
event,  contact  Mississippi  WMU  at 
800-748- 1 65 1 ,  or  go  online  to  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Web 
site  (www.mbcb.orgf  for  a  schedule 
and  conference 
list  Search  under 
the  event  title  or 

calendar  date.  ^  ^1^  7 


Assodatioml  & 
Church  Missions 
Leadership  Training 

Crossgates  BC, 
Brandon 

Friday  and  Saturday 
August  12-13 

Conferences  for  association- 
al  WMU  leaders,  church  mis¬ 
sions  leaders  and  women's 
ministry  leaders  will  be 
offered  on  both  Friday 
evening  and  Saturday 
morning.  General  missions/ 
ministry  conferences  will  be 
offered  for  all  participants. 


MissJosieM. 

7-13-10 

Parents:C&A 

Restricted 


idale  Moore 


/wmu/ literacy 


call  601-292-331 7 


Mr.  Garrett  Bridges 
7-17-96 

Parents;  Randy  &  Kim 
South  America 


Mr.  Benjamin  Worthy  ^ 
07-18-08 

Charlie  &  Shannon  Worthy 
European  Peoples 


Mr.  Joshua 
7-26-96 

Parents;  J&P 
Restricted 


Encourage  an 

MK  with  a  card!  BAPTISTS 


FOR  SECURITY,  cards  will  be  forwarded. 

Please  send  all  to: 

Child's  name.  Parent's  name,  MBCB  WMU  HOC  Birthdays 
PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205. 


PLEASE  NOTE:  Church  members  may  sendee 
cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent  individually  to  the 


MissKyfieM. 

7-909 

Parents.  D  &  M  B. 
Restricted 


Miss  Natalia  Nosker 
7-1007 

Parents.  Kieth  &  Susan 
Restricted 


Miss  Christina  Beaman 
07-170! 

Parents.  Brad  &  Lenora 
Last  Frontier 


Miss  Lauren  Tabor 
0701-91 

Parents;  Michael  &  Jeana 
American  Peoples 


nglish  professor /author  believes  much  lostmth  so  many  translations 


Cm-  ■ 


WHEATON,  HI. 
P)  —  May  2011 
ks  the  400th 
versary  of  the 
James  version 
Bible.  Leland 
yken  is  a  Christian 
an  English  pro- 
-jor  at  Wheaton 
Jniversity  in 

llinois,  so  perhaps 
t’s  a  given  that  he 
vould love  the  rich- 
less  of  the  King 
ames  Version  Bible 
ranslation  —  so 
nuch  so  that  he 


Ryken 


There  was  a 
process  of  refine¬ 
ment  going  on,  so 
that  the  King  James 
Bible  neaped  the  ben¬ 
efit  of  tnose  earlier 
translations,  and  I 
would  have  to  credit 
the  King  James  trans¬ 
lators  with  having 
what  one  scholar 
called  "a  -  sure 
instinct  for  better¬ 
ment."  That  is,  they 
did  the  tweaks  that 
really  brought  it  to  its 
climax,  so  the  King 


te  a  book  to  mark  the  400th  James  lible  was  great  because 
versary  of^its  publication,  of  what  preceded  it. 


Siuthor  of  The  Legacy  of  the 
-James  Bible  (Cross way, 
spoke  with  Baptist  Press: 

The  King  James  Bible 
lot  the  first  English  Bible, 
therv  was  it  far  more  pop- 

- Jian  its  predecessors  such 

as  the  lyndale  Bible  and  the 
Geneva  Bible? 


BP:  I  have  read  that  it  took 
several  decades  for  it  to  catch 
on  in  popularity.  Is  that  true? 

RYKEN:  We  live  in  a  day  of 
debunking.  The  main  opinion  is 
that  the  King  James  Version  was 
unsuccessful  upon  its  publica¬ 
tion.  That  is  not  what  my 
research  uncovered.  It  was  not 
an  immediate  sensation,  but  it 
was,  in  my  view,  an  immediate 
success.  It  went  through  182  edi¬ 
tions  in  its  first  35  years.  That's  a 


RYKEN:  Starting  with  an  immediate  sensation,  but  it 

Tyndale,  there  were  six  English  was,  in  my  view,  an  immediate 
Bibles  that  preceded  the  King  success.  It  went  through  182  edi- 
James  Bible  of  1611.  I  would  tions  in  its  first  35  years.  That’s  a 
describe  those  six  translations  as  success  story  in  my  view, 
a  single  communal  effort.  Yes, 

they  were  carried  on  by  distinct  BP:  It  was  written,  at  least 
committees  and  individuals,  but  partially,  for  public  use  for  oral 
each  one  of  those  translations  reading.  What  does  that  involve. 


built  upon  its  predecessors. 


and  how  was  it  successful? 


RYKEN:  First  of  all,  it  said 
on  the  first  page,  "This  Bible 
was  intended  for  reading  in 
the  church."  What  it  means  is 
that  the  translators  lived  in 
what  we  would  call  an  oral 
culture.  It  was  in  the  process  of 
becoming  a  print  culture,  but 
wasn't  quite  mere.  That  means 
that  they  just  had  ears  that 
were  tuned  to  rhythm  and 
cadence  and  flow  so  that,  to 
this  day,  I  think  the  King  James 
Bible  is  matchless  in  its 
cadence  and  its  flow.  It  just 
reads  well,  and  modem  trans¬ 
lations  that  follow  in  the  lin¬ 
eage  of  the  King  James  Version 
can  also  partake  of  that  quality. 

BP:  -You  already  partially 
answered  this  question:  What 
are  some  ways  you  think  the 
King  James  Bible  remains  supe¬ 
rior  to  modem  translations, 
and  maybe  some  ways  that  you 
think  it  is  inferior? 

RYKEN:  It  is  supreme  in  its 
fluency,  first  of  all.  Secondly, 
we  just  have  to  praise  the 
King  James  Bible  for  its  lan¬ 
guage  and  style.  It's  not  easy 
to  find  the  adjectives  to 
describe  it,  but  it's  elegant 
and  it  is  dignified...  The  lan¬ 
guage  is  beautiful.  Quite 
often  the  language  is  quite 
simple,  but  the  effect  is  majes¬ 
tic  and  moving. 


BP:  What  do  you  mean  by 
fluency? 

RYKEN:  It  flows  smoothly 
when  read  aloud.  If  we  take  a 
modem  colloquial  Bible,  the 
moment  someone  starts  read¬ 
ing  it  in  public,  it  does  not 
flow  well.  It's  flat.  It  particu¬ 
larly  comes  out  when  a  whole 
congregation  starts  to  read  it. 

BP:  Are  there  any  ways  that 
you  think  modem  translations 
are  superior  to  the  King  James? 

RYKEN:  Yes,  the  language 
of  the  King  James  is  archaic.  I 
say  that  even  as  someone  who 
teaches  Renaissance  litera¬ 
ture.  It  is  a  really  difficult  read 
for  me  and,  secondly,  I  think 
we  have  to  acknowledge  that 
scholarship  has  advanced  a 
lot  in  the  last  four  centuries. 
The  King  James  is  not  the 
most  accurate  translation. 

BP:  What  impact  did  the 
King  James  Bible  have  on  suc¬ 
ceeding  English  translations? 

RYKEN:  It  had  the  playing 
field  to  itself  uni-1  tlie  mid-20th 
century.  Begin-  .ng  then,  there 
have  been  threi  English  trans¬ 
lations  that  have  consciously 
tried  to  retain  all  that  was  good 
in  the  King  James  Bible  while 
updating  the  scholarship. 


grammar  and  language.  The 
first  of  those  was  the  Revised 
Standard  Version,  then  the 
New  King  James  Version  and 
then  more  recently  the  English 
Standard  Version.  All  of  those 
retained  the  essentially  literal 
philosophy  of  the  King  James 
translators,  and  they  con¬ 
sciously  appropriated  what  is 
excellent  in  the  style  of  the 
King  James  Version. 

BP:  What  has  been  lost  by 
having  multiple  translations 
and  not  having  a  common 
English  Bible? 

RYKEN:  Everything  has 
been  lost  by  our  loss  of  a  com¬ 
mon  English  Bible.  Christians 
and  the  public  at  large  no 
longer  know  what  it  means 
when  we  speak  of  the  "the" 
Bible,  whereas  for  three  cen¬ 
turies  everyone  knew  what 
that  meant.  I  think  it  has 
taken  away  the  incentive  to 
determine  what  an  accurate 
translation  is. 

If  we...  have  six  different 
translations,  the  sentiment 
readily  sets  in,  "Well,  who  is 
to  say  which  one  is  right?" 
and  we  finally  give  up  the 
quest  to  find  out  which  is  the 
right  one.  Also,  Bible  memo¬ 
rization  became  very  difficult, 
and  in  many  churches  became 
a  lost  cause. 


NX 
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The  Baptist  Record 


1.  High  Hill  Church, 
Philadelphia,  recognizes 
its  voutn  and  children's 
Bible  drillers.  Shown, 
front  row,  are  Alexis 
Billings  and  Morgan 
Brewer;  center,  Stephen 
Gilmore  and  Hunter 
Graham;  back  row, 
Whitney  Billings  and 
Haleigh  Graham. 

2.  Clear  Creek  Church, 
Oxford,  recognizes  its 
Bible  drillers.  Shown  are 
Katie  Belle  Cook,  Anna 
Grace  Allen,  HoUin  Webb 
and  Jared  Redding. 


William  Carey  3. 

University  (WCU)  recog¬ 
nized  endowed  scholar¬ 
ship  donors  and  recipi¬ 
ents  at  the  Honors  Day 
Convocation  held  recent¬ 
ly  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus.  A  total  of  160 
endowed  and  restricted 
scholarships  benefited 
over  300  students  during 
2010  -  2011.  Pictured 
below  are  53  of  the  recip¬ 
ients  with  Scott  Hummel, 
vice  president  for  institu¬ 
tional  advancement  and 
church  relations,  and  Tim 
Morris,  annual  fund 
director  and  special  gifts 
officer. 


Janet  Williams  has  been 
named  as  the  new  Dean 
of  the  Joseph  and  Nancy 
Fail  School  of  Nursing  at 
William  Carey 

University.  Williams  has 
served  in  the  school  of 
nursing  for  over  20  years 
as  a  teacher  and  adminis¬ 
trator,  and  most  recently 
as  Acting  Dean. 

4.  Nearly  700  students  will 
receive  degrees  at  William 
Carey  University  in  one  of 


actuation 


and  graduate  students  for 
the  Hattiesburg  and 
Tradition  campuses.  The 
ceremony  for  students 
receiving  graduate 
degrees  is  May  13  at  7 
p.m.  in  Smith 
Auditorium  in  the 
Thomas  Fine  Arts  Center 
an  die  Hattiesburg  cam¬ 
pus.  The  speaker  for  the 
ceremony  is  Gene  Fair; 
Chancellor,  Place  4,  for 
the  Tenth  Chancery  Court 
District  The  first  ceremo¬ 
ny  for  students  receiving 
undergraduate  degrees 
on  die  Hattiesburg  cam- 


3.  Williams 


2.  On  May  5,  at  6:30  p.m. 
Steve  Knight  was  hon¬ 
ored  for  nis  record  of 
most  wins  for  a 
Mississippi  men's  basket¬ 
ball  coach  at  the  same 
four-year  institution. 
WCU  also  inducted  16 
former  athletes  into  the 
inaugural  class  of  the 
university's  Sports  Hall 
of  Fame.  The  event  took 
place  at  Southern  Oaks 
Home  and  Gardens. 


pus  is  Saturday,  May  14  at 
9:30  a.m.  in  Smith 
Auditorium.  The  speaker 
for  die  9-JO  ceremony  is 
Percy  W.  Watson,  the  rep¬ 
resentative  for  Forrest 
County  District  103.  The 
second  ceremony  for  stu¬ 
dents  receiving  under¬ 
graduate  degrees  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  is 
May  14  at  1p.m.  in  Smith 


Auditorium.  This  cere¬ 
mony  will  honor  gradu¬ 
ates  receiving  'degrees 
from  the  school  of  lousi¬ 
ness,  school  of  education, 
school  or  missions  and 
Biblical  studies,  and  the 
school  of  music  The 
speaker  is  Dr. 
Lalchungminga,  principal 
of  Seram  pore  College  in 
Serampore,  India.  The  cer¬ 
emony  for  Tradition  grad¬ 
uate  and  undergraduate 
students  is  May  14  at  4 
p.m.  in  Smith  Auditorium. 
Congressman  Steven 
Palazzo  will  serve  as  the 
guest  speaker  for  the 
Tradition  graduation.  For 
graduation  information 
call  the  Office  of  the 
Registrar  at  (601)318-6195. 


1.  First  Church,  Foxworth;  100th  anniversary.  May  28-29; 
Sat.,  activities  10  a.m.  —  4  p.m.  with  food  and  drinks;  Sun., 
services  9  a.m.  -  noon,  special  guest  and  music,  former 
pastors  and  staff  members. 

z  *ntl<?„h  Church,  Lawrence  Association:  Homecoming, 
May.  22;  Sunday  Sdiool,  9:30  a.m.,  followed  by  worship 
sf™**'  a™1  fellowship;  David  Posey,  speaker; 

Dogwood  Cross,  music. 

3.  Mt.  Pisgah  Church,  Sandhill:  180th  anniversary.  May  22; 

*  worship,  11  a.m.  7 

4.  Cause yville  Church,  Meridian:  Homecoming,  May  15, 
11  a.m.,  followed  by  covered  dish  lunch;  Ron  Mercer, 
speaker;  Paul  Barkley,  music. 

5.  Wheeler  Grove  Church,  Corinth:  Homecoming,  May  15; 
services,  10  a.m.;  Heismen  in  concert. 

6  fao?kc2nCreek  Moat  Point:  Revival,  May  15  - 

18th;  6 JO  p.m.  nightly;  John  Turner  Steve  Cirlot,  Greg 
Foster  ana  Philip  Price,  speakers.  6 

7.  Concord  Church,  McCall  Creek:  Homecoming,  May  22, 

services,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  on  the  ground  and 
1:15  p.m.  services.  6 

8.  Friendship  Church,  Brookhaven:  Homecoming,  May  29; 
Sunday  Sdiool,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
covered  dish  lunch;  Carroll  Walker  speaker. 

9.  Blackwater  Church,  Kemper  County  Association: 
Homeoonung  and  revival.  May  15  - 18;  Sun.,  11  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  lunch  and  cemetery  meeting;  Deug  Goodman, 
speaker;  Jimmy  Sanders,  pastor. 

"•  •  ’  '.  ">-r!  ••••; . 

10.  Bellevue  Church,  Thaxton:  Homecoming,  May  15;  ser- 
^*<*8,  10-45  a.m.,  followed  by  fellowship  meal;  David 
Blackwell,  speaker;  Tommy  Inmon,  pastor. 


1.  First  Church,  Chicora, 
has  called  Jackie  Spell 
as  pastor.  Spell  has  pre¬ 
viously  served  at 
Green's  Creek  Church, 
Petal,  Buck!)  Creek 
Church,  Richton,  and 
First  Church  Myrick, 
Laurel.  Shown  are  Spell 
and  his  wife  Brenda. 

2.  Christ  Church, 

Greenwood,  has  called 
Van  Franklin  as  pastor. 
He  comes  from  North 
Winona  Church, 

Winona. 


Visit  us  online  at 
www.mbcb.org, 
to  learn  more  about 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Walk  With  God  | 

Earn  7:1a.  6-10,  25-28;  *4*  10:10-12  fc 

^fe^McKag _  read  of  a  child  that  gave  I  i 

My  wife  md  I  h.v.  brer. 

dularen  provide  us  are  count-  and  hdp  them  toStcome 
leas.  As  you  tnay  know,  being  a  better  and  stronger  walkers. 


watching  a  child  grow  up  and  Can  the  same  b*  said  of  us 
honwGxiwidiSsoe  her  life  spiritually?  Do  not  misunder 

ents  too*,  forward  to  with  great  that  you  or  I  go  out  into  the 
anticipation.  Among  these  world  and  try  to  mess  up. 

a£c3”i1th,n!Z5  WhrtIa“Myingi8  that  people 

child  takes  their  first  steps,  are  watching  our  walk  closer 

wTre&w.  Asapart  of 
pitter  patter  of  httle  feet  that  our  walk  we  must  admit  that 
cujsroaDMfioy  for  mocn  and  we  sometimes  fail  in  being  the 
dad.  With  walking  comes  nwte-  representative  of  Christ  that 
pendence.  exploration  and  we  should  be.  In  these  mis- 

ssssacstejs 

walking,  and  that  is  falling  mistakes  or  do  you  refuse  to 
However;  I  have  never  heard  or  move?  If  we  me  walking  with 


■  God  we  know  that  He 

gpHillfe,  B  is  there  to  lift  us  back 
%■  op  and  continue  the 
a.  lourm?v  us.  A 

9  riyy'U  genuine  spiritual 
2. .  leader  is  not  mea- 

sured  by  their  faults, 
rather  the  humble 
realization  that  their 
connection  with  God 
MdCay  is  imperative  if  they 
desire  to  lead  people. 
Reminders  about  our  personal 
walk  with  God  is  the  thrust  of 
this  week's  lesson.  If  you  are 
feeling  frustrated  or  dry  in 
your  leadership,  it  could  be 
that  your  own  Ufe  needs  to  be 
refreshed.  Meet  me  in  the  book 
of  Ezra  for  some  refreshment 


verses  of  chapter  seven,  you 
see  his  commitment  to, 
"studying  the  law  of  the  Lord, 
obeying  and  teaching  its 
stautes  and  ordinances."  He 
was  committed  to  communi¬ 
cating  God's  written  word  to  a 
needy  people.  He  didn't  waste 
his  time  arguing  about  the 
word,  he  was  too  busy  teach¬ 
ing  it!  We  have  given  the  devil 
an  avenue  in  our  churches 
when  we  feel  like  we  must 
protect  God's  word  and  bicker 
over  something  like  transla¬ 
tions.  Goa's  word  is  living 
and  tuneless,  ft  is  simply  our 
job  to  proclaim  it  over  and 
over  again. 


Our  Repetition 

There  are  some  things  that 
a  leader  says  repeatedly  in  his 
or  her  teachings  or  messages 
because  they  believe  them  to 
be  essential  to  effectiveness. 
There  is  one  saying  that  I 
repeat  often  from  the  pulpit 
where  I  pastor  That  quote  us, 
"What  you  do  with  the  cross, 
determines  your  eternal  des¬ 
tiny."  I  firmly  believe  that. 
Ezra's  repetitive  theme  was 
the  scriptures.  In  the  first  ten 


Secular  kings  and  leaders 
even  noticed  something  differ¬ 
ent  about  Ezra.  When  you  are 
following  God  and  His  hand  is 
on  you.  your  life  will  stand  out 
Your  reputation  is  critical  to 
your  testimony.  While  that 
might  tart  seem  entirely  fair  it 
is  true.  The  hard  part  about  our 
reputation  is  everyone  knows  it 
but  us.  Vie  cannot  determine 
what  oth  -rs  think  Of  us,  but  we 
can  choo  how  we  treat  them. 
Billy  Creham  gives  a  great  def¬ 


inition  of  repi 

Christian  is  a 


"  A  real 
who  can 


Utnsban  is  a  person  who  can 
give  his  parrot  to  the  town  gos¬ 
sip."  Again  I  say;  if  you  aw 
committed  to  walking  with 
God  and  not  this  world,  God 
will  lay  countless  number  of 
opportunities  in  your  path  to 
advance  His  kingdom 


Our  Halation 

There  is  one  thing  about 
Miaswsippians  we  can  all  agree 
on.  family  ties  run  deep. 
Something  else  that »  common 
is  the  allegiance  to  our  church¬ 
es.  Relation  here  is  not  talking 
about  the  ones  we  share  DNA 


sinters  in  Christ  It  is  only  after 
we  relate  and  empathize  with 
our  community  can  we  lead 
our  community.  Get  out  there 
and  learn  your  church  field 
Look  with  realistic  eyes  at  the 
people  in  your  community.  It  is 
tooush  to  wish  it  were  a  aifier- 
ent  type  of  people  and  sinful 
not  to  reach  those  that  are 
already  there.  As  the  commer¬ 
cial  used  to  say,  "Let's  go  walk¬ 
ing,  Mississippi.'" 

McKay  is  pastor  of  HarpermUe 
OtwxhJiarperviUe 


Explore  the  Bible 

Be  Focused 


And  whatever  you  do.  whether 
m  word  or  iked,  do  it  ail  in  the 

Sit&'S'rfea&SS! 

Him.  Colossians  3:17  (NlVlThis 
would  be  a  major  goal  as  a 
Christian  —  our  lesson  today 
explains  how  we  can  achieve  it! 

Paul  begins  chapter  3  by 
stating  two  very  important 
things:  We  must  set  our  hearts 
and  we  must  set  our  minds! 
The  word  "set"  does  not  mean 
"to  place"  but  is  a  Greek  word, 
whjch  means,  "Direct  your 
ttohd^to."  It  is  an  intentional 
choice  for  our  desires  or 
thoughts  and  they  should  be 
set  m  concrete!"  That  is  how 
we  live  focused  Christian  lives. 

Focus  is  merely  what  we 
concentrate  upon.. .it  is  what 
we  see  dearly.  Jesus,  in 


Hebrews  12:2,  modeled  Hr'  V 

this  for  us,  “Let  us  fix  our 
ryes  ret  Jesus.  the  author 

Him  endured  the  cross, 
scorning  its  shame,  and  sat  down 
at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of 
Gad."  NIV  (emphasis  mine) 
Jesus  was  able  to  live  this  Ufe  in 
all  its  tunned  and  pain,  because 
He  kept  His  eyes  on  the  Joy  that 
was  to  come.  He  didn't  focus 
on  the  "here"  but  what  was  to 
come.  That  is  a  powerful  lesson 
of  how  we  should  live  and  bve 
victoriously.  Jesus  also  told  us 
to  abide  in  Him... but  often  we 
abide  in  other  places  —  perhaps 
in  fear,  stress,  bitterness,  or  dis¬ 
content.  What  we  concentrate 
on  and  what  we  desire  in  our 
hearts  will  determine  how  and 
where  we  live.  I  ion  hot  talking 
about  physical  abodes  but 


where  we  live  in  our 
minds.  What  does 
your  mind  dwell  on. 
for  that  is  whew  you 
five!  Begin  to  "direct" 
your  mind  to  things 
above  and  see  what 
Christ  can  do! 

Our  physical  lives 
will  follow  our 
tec*  upward  focus. 

Cfeviouslv  we  should 
"kill"  immorality,  impurity, 
hist  evil  desires  and  greed! 
These  were  the  lifestyles  of 
many  Colossians  before  they 
came  to  Christ  (and  perhaps 
you  as  well.)  God's  grace 
through  the  Holy  Spirit  had 
given  the  victory  over  these  but 
Paul  added  some  sins  that  were 
still  at  work  in  the  believer's 
lives:  anger,  rage,  malice,  slan¬ 
der  and  filthy  Language!  Notice 
these  are  in  a  specific  order!  If 
we  become  angry  and  refuse  to 
let  it  go,  it  will  turn  into  rage. 
The  result  will  be  a  desire  to 
hurt  others,  often  by  speaking 
lies  to  cHscredir  them  and  is 
often  done  with  some  'wash- 


your-  .’.outh-out-with-soap" 
language)  1  am  sad  to  say  that 
this  happens  within  our 
churcnes.  Comments  like, 
"  We' t  if  you  knew  what  he/she 
did  t»  me,  you'd  be  mad,  toot" 
are  t  x>  common!  Jesus  told  us 


tur  a  in  Christ  and  should  fol¬ 
io*  His  example! 

Read  verses  12-14  aloud. 
What  would  happen  if  we  began 
to  live  with  compassion  instead 
of  criticism?  What  if  kindness, 
humility,  gentleness  and 
patience  were  a  constant  in  our 
fives?  What  if  we  actually  Kved 
with  daily  forgiveness  to  those 
who  have  harmed  us?  That 
would  be  a  life  change  with 
kingdom  impact  and  would  cer¬ 
tainly  bind  us  together  in  perfect 
unity.  Jesus  said  in  John  17:21b, 
“May  they  also  be  one  m  us  so  that 
the  world  may  believe  that  you  have 
sent  me."  (NIV)  That  is  perfect 
unity.  Think  about  it!  The  world 
will  beheve  that  God  sent  Jesus 
for  salvation  when  we.  His 


bride,  model  this  perfect  unity. 
Perfect  unity  will  give  us  tne 
tools  to  do  aD  the  things  listed  in 
verses  15-17.  Jesus  was  or*  with 
The  Father  and  clearly  knew 
how  to  respond  with  love  to  oth¬ 
ers  bu^more  importantly,  how  to 

Often  befievefsT^^when 
encouraged  to  live  more  Christ- 
like,  say,  "But  1  am  only  human. 
God  doesn't  really  expect  me 
to. .  .*  I  beg  to  differ  for  we  read 
in  2nd  Peter  1:3  "His  divine 
power  has  given  us  everything  we 
need  for  life  and  godliness  through 
our  knowledge  of  Him  who  called 
us  by  His  own  glory  and  good¬ 
ness!"  (NfV)  This  is  how  we  do 
it  all  (in  word  or  deed)  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jesus!  We 
clean  our  glasses  and  get  some 
godly  focus!  The  world  is  look¬ 
ing  tor  a  way  to  live,  and  to 
have  victory!  Church  they  are 
looking  to  us!  Where  will  we 
"direcr  them? 

Grace  is  a  conference  speaker 
and  Bible  teacher  and  is  a  member 
of  First  Church,  Clinton. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-Inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti- 
cfos  mute  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
ma#  to™.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person’s 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  bleok  rod 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts  are 
not  repnxtoribie.  Digital  photos  may  be  uaad  if 


submitted  as  a  JPEG  (to  via  either  (a)  e-mte, 
(b)  threa-and-a-hafi  inch  loppy  teak,  or  (c)  CD. 
Photo*  mute  be  cteer.  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 
Oal  phone  photographs  and  other  tow  rasoki- 
tion  Items  are  generally  not  publishable 
Phasogrephe  can  not  be  relumed.  Fteaee 
do  not  attach  photoe  wtth  tape  or  ateptea. 


A1  news  tome  are  subject  to  editing.  and 
all  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping 
Photographs  mute  depict  people.  No  land¬ 
scape-,  building-,  re  object-only  photographs 
tel  be  printed.  News  items  rotor  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
News  toms  andfor  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activittes  tor  secular  or  outside 
organizations  will  not  b*  published.  Deadline 
tor  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 
requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  E-mail: 
baptiairacord@mbcb.org 


1.  Freeny  Church,  Carthage 


Baptist  leaders  recently  met 
at  Baptiat  Health  Systems 
(BHS)  in  Jackson  to  discuss 
ways  to  work  together. 
Among  the  items  discussed 
was  the  BHS  recent  contri¬ 
bution  of  half  the  salary  for  a 
nurse  practitioner  at  Mission 
Firs.*,  an  inner  city  ministry 
launched  by  First  Church, 
Jackson.  Among  those  at  the 
meeting  were  (from  left) 
Stan  Buckley,  senior  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Jackson;  Jim 
Futral,  executive  director  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  in 
Jackson;  Mark  Slytei;  BHS 
chief  operating  officer;  and 
Danny  Rutland,  BHS  vice 
president  and  chief  develop¬ 
ment  officer. 

The  children's  choir  of 
Freeny  Church,  Carthage, 
presented  an  Easter  pro¬ 
gram  entitled  Hillelujah, 
Alive,  Amen.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

Glendale  Church,  Leland, 
ordained  Marie  Hathaway 
as  deaoon  May  1.  Shown  are 
pastor  Dick  Hill,  Hathaway, 
and  Vicky  Hathaway. 

New  Zion  Church, 
Monticello,  licensed  Elijah 
Daniels  to  preach  Man  20. 
Shown  is  pastor  Jeff  Davis 
and  Daniels. 

Homewood  Church,  Forest, 
recently  held  a  baby  dedica¬ 
tion.  Shown  are  Lizzy 
Graham  with  parents  Clint 
and  Candy  Graham,  Sarah 
Beth  Hallman  with  parents 
Robert  and  lamie  Hallman. 


5.  Homewood  Church,  Forest 


to  team  mote  about 


More  Than 
Just  A  Play 


»%•*>  >  ■i-v/f-fYfrsv/or<  ng 


Harrison. 

6.  LifeWay  is  sponsoring 

Influential  Joy,  a  minis¬ 
ters'  wives  luncheon,  dur¬ 
ing  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  Pho*?nix, 
Arizona,  June  14,  noon,  at 
the  Phoenix  Convention 
Center  North  Ballroom. 
Lisa  Harper,  speaker;  Kim 
Hill,  music.  Tickets,  $15  in 
advance,  $20  at  the  door. 
Visit  LifeWay  Women's 
Events  at 

www.lifeway.com  or  (800) 
254-2022.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  ,  call  (770)  794- 
2982  or 

sandy.beetlerig'j  fbc.org. 

7.  New  Life  Fellowship, 
Oakland,  is  hosting  the 
Weston  Hinson  Group 
May  28,  7  p.m.  A  love 
offering  will  be 
received!  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  visit  www.west- 
onhinsongroup.com. 


than  250  acton  and  live  animals  recreate 
the  Rwsion  of  Christ  in  one  of  the  most  epic 
performances  you'll  experience  The  New  Great 
Passion  Play  I*  also  homelo  exerting  oo-^te 
attractions  including  the  unique  Living  Bible 
Tour  and  the  family-friendly  Christian  Comedy 

right  in  Cmali  tnfliM  ktgf _  - 

48  miles  south  of  Branson. 


BOO  862  7529 

greatpassionplay.com 
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1.  Baptiat  Health  Systems 


3.  Hathaway  ordination 
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